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Recommendations by the
Governor’s Reentry Task Force
Steering Committee

During the past several months the Governor’s
Reentry Task Force Steering Committee has examined
barriers the offender population face upon release from
incarceration. Listed below are the three main barriers
and a category of “Other Needs” the Committee
identified and maybe considered for legislative action.

HOUSING

A) Remove housing barriers to enable offenders access
to affordable housing options, halfway house
facilities and other supportive placements;

B) Create tax incentives for those who provide housing
to ex-offenders to encourage increased access to
affordable housing, to include incentives/access to
supportive community placement, nursing care
facilities and personal care homes;

TREATMENT

A) Reinvest savings in future fiscal years for treatment
services;

B) Mandate that community substance abuse treatment
services be included in Medicaid (Public) benefits;

C) Create an intensive case management system for
justice-involved persons with mental illness;

D) Ensure adequate Community Treatment Services;
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E) Review child support obligations (including the criminal
process of) during incarceration and post-incarceration treatment
to consider implementation of feasible child support payment
during treatment/incarceration;

EMPLOYMENT

A) Create simplified process with reduced cost for expungement of
felony and misdemeanor offenses as allowed by law;

B) Remove/modify permanent employment restrictions based solely
on felon status upon reentry;

C) Promote federal Work Opportunity Tax Credit that provides a tax
credit for employers that hire ex-offenders;

D) Create a state Work Opportunity Tax Credit mirroring the federal
tax credit specifically for ex-offenders;

E) Create and fund prerelease and community-based life skills
training for returning offenders to be provided by volunteers;

OTHER NEEDS

A) Provide automatic restoration of voting rights for ex-felons;

B) Expand the Department of Pubic Advocacy’s (DPA) Social Worker
Program,;

C) Eliminate loss of public assistance and Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program assistance.

The Governor’s Reentry Task Force Steering Committee is comprised
of representative from several state agencies, private citizens and
community representatives . The Steering Committee reports to the
Executive Committee of the Governor’s Reentry Task Force.
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