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Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (42 USC 15601 through 15609)
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25 July 2003, considered and passed unanimously by the House
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Summary: The Act supports the elimination, reduction and prevention of sexual assault and rape within correctional systems; mandates national data collection; provides funds for programs and research; creates a national commission to develop standards and accountability measures; applies to all federal & state prisons, county jails, detention centers, police & sheriff stations, private and community residential facilities.
(Sec 2) Findings: Discusses current research and discusses the impact of rape & sexual assault on public safety, public health, and institutional violence.
(Sec 3) Purposes: Establishes a zero tolerance standard for inmate sexual assault and rape; develops/implements national standards; standardizes definitions; and increases accountability of corrections officials that fail to detect, prevent, reduce and punish prison rape; and protects the Eighth Amendment rights of federal, state, and local inmates.
(Sec 4) National Prison Rape Statistics, Data, & Research: Directs the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) to annually conduct a comprehensive statistical review and analysis of the incidence & effects of prison rape. Establishes the Department of Justice Review Panel on Prison Rape and charges them to conduct annual hearings. Requires the Attorney General to report annually to Congress and the Secretary for Health & Human Services on BJS & Panel activities regarding prison rape.
(Sec 5) Prison Rape Prevention & Prosecution: Establishes a clearinghouse within the National Institute of Corrections (NIC) for the provision of information, assistance, & training to federal, state, & local authorities for the prevention, investigation, & punishment of prison rape.

(Sec 6) Grants to Protect Inmates & Safeguard Communities: Directs the Attorney General to make grants to the states. Authorizes appropriations through 2010.
(Sec 7) National Prison Rape Reduction Commission: Establishes the nine member Commission to study prison rape and recommend within two years a set of national standards to enhance detection, prevention, and punishment of prison rape.
(Sec 8) Adoption & effects of National Standards: Directs the Attorney General to publish a final rule adopting national standards within one year of receipt of the National Prison Rape Reduction Commission’s recommendations.

(Sec 9) Requirement that Accreditation Organizations Adopt Accreditation Standards: Prohibits receipt of federal funds by accreditation organizations that fail to adopt the standards.
(Sec 10) Definitions: Defines sexual assault and rape to include: (a) the carnal knowledge, oral sodomy, sexual assault with an object, or sexual fondling of a person, forcibly or against that person’s will; (b) the carnal knowledge, oral sodomy, sexual assault with an object, or sexual fondling of a person, not forcibly or against that person’s will, where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of his or her youth or his or her temporary or permanent mental or physical incapacity; or the carnal knowledge, oral sodomy, sexual assault with an object, or sexual fondling of a person achieved through the exploitation of the fear or threat of physical violence or bodily injury.
